Crystal data 
In the title compound, C 20 H 19 NO 4 , the absolute configuration (3R,4S) for the two chiral centres of the molecule has been determined. (Fig. 1) was separated from the racemic 1-(4-methoxyphenyl)-2-oxo-4-(3-vinylphenyl)azetidin-3-yl acetate (Ganesh et al., 2007) . The reaction scheme is shown in Fig. 2 . The absolute configuration (3R,4S) for the two chiral centres of the molecule has been determined.
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Experimental
Lipase PS (Amano) (2.25 g) was added to a solution of racemic 1-(4-methoxyphenyl)-2-oxo-4-(3-vinylphenyl)azetidin-3-yl acetate (2.26 g, 6.7 mmol) in 60 mL of CH 3 CN and pH 7.0 phosphate buffer (1:9), and the resulting solution was stirred at r.t. for 120 h. The reaction mixture was filtered and extracted with EtOAc (200 mL × 2), the organic layers were combined and solvent was removed under reduced pressure. 85, 55.45, 61.42, 76.32, 114.45, 114.80, 118.82, 125.86, 126.46, 127.28, 128.72, 130.31, 132.73, 136.20, 137.88, 156.66, 161.32, 169.24 
Refinement
All hydrogen atoms were positioned geometrically and treated as riding with C-H = 0.95-1.00Å and U iso (H) = 1.2 or 1.5U eq (C). The title compound was identified as (3R,4S)-1-(4-methoxyphenyl)-2-oxo-4-(3-vinylphenyl)azetidin-3-yl acetate. 
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